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MINUTES OF THE ZOOM MEETING OF DUNDEE ACCESS GROUP HELD ON 4TH JUNE 2026
PRESENT:  Carole Craig, Anne Farrow, Sandy Cameron, Denise Cameron, Emma Charlton, Dorothy Wilson, Jan Goodall, Leah Donaldson.
APOLOGIES: Mitia Aranda, Michael Leeland, Ian Kinsey, Tracey Clark.
1.1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th May 2026 were approved. 
2.1. MATTERS ARISING: 
2.1. (Re minute 3.4). Seats in the McManus Gallery. Carole was unable to find contact details for Anna Day, but Dorothy sent them to Carole immediately after the meeting.
2.2. (Re minute 3.5). Aids available in the Caird Hall for people with hearing difficulties. As above, Carole was unable to find contact details for Anna Day, but Dorothy sent them to her immediately after the meeting.

3   OTHER AGENDA ITEMS:
3.1 Treasurer’s Report.  Sandy said that he didn’t have anything else to report.
3.2 Recruitment Strategy and Materials. Emma said that she had taken on board everyone’s comments and will do an update and produce a new version of the printable poster. Anne will send it to all our members for their comments. Emma hopes to start recruiting new members over the holidays. When everyone has approved her new materials, they will be sent to her list of contacts and to Ross’s contacts as well as to Val Ewan who is in charge of volunteers for NHS Tayside. Jan will give us her contact details.
3.3 Lochee Rainwater Square. Doug Farnan, Dundee Council had been in touch with Dundee Access Group to discuss making the Lochee Rainwater Square and rain garden accessible to people with disabilities. Before the meeting Carole had met up with him and taken photos of the area which she showed us at the meeting, and we discussed the best site for wheelchair users to view the area.  After the meeting Dorothy took our thoughts back to Doug, who replied immediately and said they currently anticipate that there are another 12-16 weeks of work to complete the basin, and he’d be happy to share photos on completion.  
4   CORRESPONDENCE:

4.1 01 May: Inclusion Scotland. Spring Newsletter.
4.2 05 May: Inclusion Scotland. Police Scotland community reassurance during the Scottish Parliament election. Police Scotland operated a Community Reassurance Cell prior to the Holyrood election. This action is a routine approach during major events such as elections and is focused on supporting safe and smooth processes across communities.
4.3 05 May: Access Panel Network, Invitation to Access Panel Network’s Conference on 17 June 2026 at Glasgow Caledonian University and online (Zoom) 10:30am to 4:00pm. The theme is Community, Connection and Collaboration. Tickets are free at https://buytickets.at/disabilityequalityscotland/2119610
Jan will attend on Zoom.

4.4 06 May: Doug Farnan, Engineer, Infrastructure Team, Design and Property Services, Dundee City Council. Lochee Rainwater Square Design. Doug, who’s the engineer responsible for Rainwater Square that’s currently being constructed in Lochee beside Bank Street, is looking to include an accessible seating area on the outside of the area and would appreciate some input on what that would look like.
4.5 07 May: Emma Charlton, Dundee Access Group, Recruitment leaflet – Draft. Leaflet Emma drafted to recruit new members. She’s also developed a recruitment strategy and is seeking feedback around the design and wording.
4.6 07 May: Addition to above form Emma. Recruitment Strategy/Marketing Plan. Emma will address this at the 04 June DAG meeting.
4.7 08 May: Application for AEOF Decision Panel Members (PASSED). AEOF provides financial and practical support to disabled people running for party selection and standing as candidates in Scottish Parliament and local council elections … ensuring funding decisions are fair and reflective of the barriers disabled candidates face.
4.8 08 May: Walk, Wheel, Cycle Trust (formerly Sustrans), Julia Vallius, Evidence Officer, Broughty Ferry Accessible Focus Group Enquiry. Looking for people to join their accessible focus groups, which we are conducting in relation to the improvements made along Broughty Ferry.
4.9 11 May: Inclusion Scotland. New Paid Intern Opportunities, two persons. Communications and Content Assistant. Motherwell and Glasgow. Closing date for both 8 June. 11 May: Inclusion Scotland. Announcement of launch of new website.
4.10 12 May: ScotRail. Announcement of timetable change that took place as of17 May. Scotrail encouraging you to check your journey before you travel, as your usual train times may have changed.
4.11 13 May: Laura Lindsay, Service Manager, Sight and Support Service Hub, Thomas Herd House. An invitation to a Coffee Morning at The Sight Support & Social Hub - Friday 21st August 2026, 11:00am to 2:00pm. There’ll be refreshments, confectionery, and a cake sale throughout the event. Laura asks that you RSVP by replying to her email laura.lindsay@ssshub.org.uk or calling the Sight Support & Social Hub on 01382 227101.
Carole and Emma hope to attend.

4.12 14 May: Russell Pepper, Walk Wheel Cycle Trust Senior Project Officer (embedded at Dundee City Council). Dighty Burn Regeneration update. Russell confirms the concept designs have now been completed by AECOM and LUC Landscape Architects. Funding is now secured to progress to the developed design stage, including detailed flood risk modelling for the river and active travel elements. They hope to proceed to tender later this spring.
4.13 18 May: Inclusion Scotland, Ebulletin. Highlights include:
-Launching of a new programme of online training designed to support disabled people and organisations to create disability inclusive change across Scotland
-Covid-19 vaccine is being offered this spring to: 
· people with a weakened immune system aged six months and over
· adults aged 75 and over
· residents of care homes for older adults
-Launching of “three new paid internships that’s offered to deaf and disabled people.”
-Birds of Paradise Theatre Company has a range of opportunities for deaf, disabled and or Neurodivergent people to develop creative and backstage skills.
4.14 19 May: Inclusion Scotland, Help shape accessible voting – request to share and complete surveys. A request to complete two short surveys, open until 12 June. Links to the survey are in the email. The surveys will help the Electoral Commission understand:
• how accessible voting was across different methods 
• what barriers people faced 
• how support and resources could be improved.

 The surveys are open until 12 June and all responses are anonymous and used for research purposes only.
4.15 19 May: DVVA Communications, Third Sector News - Volunteers' Week 2026. Focus is on Listing of numerous activities during the first week of June Culminating on the Volunteer Celebration & Recruitment Event taking place on Thursday 4 June from 4:30 to 7:30 at 118 Nethergate, Meadowside, St Paul’s Church.
4.16 25 May: Inclusion Scotland, Judicial Review - Can you help (dropped kerbs and zebra crossings)? On behalf of Just Right Scotland. They are looking for information in support of a judicial review we are running for a disabled client. In this case they are challenging the policy the local authority uses to assess requests for pedestrian crossings. They believe the policy fails to adequately consider the needs of disabled people including disabled people who do not use crossing/s (suppressing demand) because they are unable or deterred from doing so at present. JRS has until July to make final submissions are looking to gather as much information as possible to support their client’s petition. A positive ruling here could help ensure better crossings and more active participation in society for disabled people across Scotland. Contact information is in the email.
4.17 26 May: 06 May: Doug Farnan, Engineer, Infrastructure Team, Design and Property Services, Dundee City Council. Lochee Rainwater Square Design. Further update to his 06 May email.
4.18 29 May: DVVA Communications, Third Sector News – May 2026. “We are pleased to share with you the May edition of the Dundee Third Sector News. This month we highlight successful engagement and partnership events that have recently taken place, as well as upcoming opportunities to come together to learn about the Fairer Futures Partnership independent research and engage in sector-wide conversations about our approach to the whole family support model. In this edition, you will also hear about new and revamped resources, and the ongoing support that remains available to the Sector.”
4.19 29 May: Inclusion Scotland, May Newsletter – Inclusion Matters 2026. Through member feedback they are shifting how they share information. You can now expect more frequent updates from us, with each newsletter focusing on key highlights rather than longer round-ups.
5   A.O.B.
5.1  Emma said that there is a Design and Disability Exhibition on at the V&A Dundee, showcasing contributions of Disabled, Deaf, and neurodivergent people to contemporary design and culture. This is on until 4th October 2026.
5.2 Emma also said that there is also an exhibition on at Dundee University until 26th June 2026 -called Making Sense – a multi-sensory approach to art. This is an exhibition featuring tactile models and audio descriptions for blind and partially sighted visitors.
5.3 Jan said that she had attended a webinar run by Disability Equality Scotland about raising awareness of the problems people with disabilities have with the websites of local businesses. She will forward to us any details she gets from the webinar organisers.
5.4 Emma said that there is a new group starting on Facebook to raise awareness of BSL. Here is the link to it: https://www.facebook.com/share/g/1EDhEjexsb/
5.5 Carole said that she had been invited by the owner of a sandwich bar in Broughty Ferry to his shop to discuss the suitability of a table which he thought would be suitable to use to serve wheelchair users. Carole said that it wasn’t ideal but, as the premises were wheelchair accessible, the table would do.

6     DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

Our next Zoom meeting will be at 12.30 on Thursday 3rd September 2026.
e-mail: dundeeaccessgroup.org@hotmail.co.uk

website: www.dundeeaccessgroup.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/DundeeAccessGroup
