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MINUTES OF THE ZOOM MEETING OF DUNDEE ACCESS GROUP HELD ON 6TH NOVEMBER 2025
PRESENT: Anne Farrow, Sheila Hands, Michael Leeland, Emma Charlton, Jan Goodall.
APOLOGIES: Carole Craig, Mitia Aranda, Tracy Duncan, Dorothy Wilson, Ross Craig, Leah Donaldson, Ian Kinsey, Sandy Cameron, Denise Cameron.
1.1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd October 2025 were approved. 
2.1. MATTERS ARISING: 
2.1. (Re minute 3.1). Update from Ross re Dundee Taxis. Ross will provide a written update later next week.

2.2. (Re minute 3.2). Update from Ross re Pavement Parking. Ross will provide a written update later next week.
2.3. (Re minute 5.15). Dundee Visitor attractions on Euan’s Guide (www.euansguide.com). Ross said that Dundee Council were going to get in touch with Euan’s Guide to have the access information for some of Dundee’s attractions put on Euan’s Guide, promoting Dundee as a tourist destination. Anne said that members of our Access group should give reviews about these tourist attractions on Euan’s Guide. Emma said that we should use our social media to encourage others to visit Euan’s Guide and post their reviews of Dundee’s tourist attractions and facilities. It was suggested that we also provide info on Euan’s Guide about Dundee restaurants, public transport and taxis. All our contributions to the Guide would help promote Dundee as a great tourist destination for people with disabilities.
2.4. (Re minute 6.2). Update from Ross re Circle Mobility.  Ross will provide a written update later next week.

2.5. (Re Minute 6.4). Update from Ross re Toilets at Dundee Bus Station. Ross will provide a written update later next week.
3   OTHER AGENDA ITEMS:
3.1 Treasurer’s Report. Unfortunately, Sandy could not attend today’s meeting.
4   CORRESPONDENCE:

4.1 02 Oct Ebi Eftekhar, Northeast Lead, Scottish Assembly; Announcement of 22 October information gathering the was held at the Boomerang Centre.
4.2 06 Oct Accessible Travel Framework: Have Your Say on Transport Within Scotland. Since 2016 Scotland has had an Accessible Travel Framework (ATF). The aim of this is to make the transport system more accessible for disabled people. Disability Equality Scotland have been asked by Transport Scotland to find out about disabled people’s current use of transport. Survey response expired 03 November.
4.3 06 Oct Accessible Screenings at TOA25 | 7-9 November; Charlie Little, consultant at Matchbox Cine supporting Take One Action Film Festivals at DCA, Dundee Central Library and Steps Theatre.
4.4 06 Oct DVVA Learning, Development and Networking Updates; Micro bulletin of news and updates.
4.5 08 Oct Peter Allan, Dundee Planning Manager, DCC; Dundee Fairness Conference to take place on Wednesday 5th November between 9.30 and 3.15 in the Steeple Church.
4.6 08 Oct Inclusion Scotland; Building Our Future, an online event designed to strengthen and support Disabled People’s Organisations and disabled people across Scotland. Zoom meeting to be held on 30 October.
4.7 10 Oct Inclusion Scotland; Manifesto for Inclusion sets out seven key demands developed by, and for, disabled people. They cover the right to independent living, an adequate standard of living, involvement in decisions, education and employment, climate justice, accessible communities and protection of our human rights. Share with your MSP or candidates in the upcoming May 2026 and ask how they’ll act of its demands, and don’t accept a pre-programmed political response.
4.8 10 Oct Disability Equality Scotland; Their annual general meeting (AGM) to take place on 29 October as part of their annual celebration event.
Jan apologised for missing this event as she was ill.
4.9 13 Oct Tactran, Jonathan Padmore senior partnership manager; Forwarded an email from Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland (MACS) who are recruiting for new members to inform Scotland’s transport policy and delivery. Link to application pack is embedded in the email. Applications close Thursday 06 November.
4.10 13 Oct Inclusion Scotland; Invitation to Disability, Climate Justice and Emergency Planning Workshop to be held on Tuesday 4 November.
4.11 14 Oct Inclusion Scotland; Sharing Inclusion Scotland’s Membership Welcome Pack. It “explains how you can get involved through events, campaigns, consultations, and our wider network, as well as detailing who we are and what we stand for.” Email includes links to Welcome Pack and their Contact Page, and email for more information.
4.12 16 Oct Dundee City Council – Self-service telephones, Ross Craig, Equalities & Fairness Officer; Poster attached to have Dundonians aware of self-service telephones in the community.
4.13 16 Oct New Euan’s Guide’s website is now online. A lot of new and easier to use features and search. To log in for the first time on the new website, you will need to reset your password. Just click Forgot Password on the login page and follow the steps. If help is needed just ask.
4.14 22 Oct Strathmartine Connections project phase 2, Lynn Stocks, AtkinsRéalis, Principal Engagement Consultant, Landscape and Urban Design, Edinburgh; Overview of their proposals and Application Notice (PoAN) to the Planning Authority, in respect to Strathmartine phase 2 and the 4 interventions noted. Dates and times of public events for more information is included as well as link to feedback and comments.
4.15 22 Oct Older and Disabled Persons Free Bus Pass Evaluation, Wellside Research, Elaine Wilson-Smith, director; an independent research organisation based in Scotland has been commissioned by Transport Scotland to conduct an Evaluation of the Older and Disabled Persons Free Bus Pass Scheme. As part of this work, they are conducting an online survey of free bus pass holders to understand how the pass is used and the impacts it has had. Has more detail in the email and a link to the survey that is live to 23 November.
4.16 23 Oct UK’s largest Access Survey now open on Euan’s Guide.  Anne Provides a clear link to the survey, as well as alternative access to the survey (such as Large Print, Easy Read, BSL, and Audio).
4.17 25 Oct DVVA Learning, Development and Networking Update; Micro bulletin of news and updates. Highlighted Third Sector Mental Health Forum, Friday 28th November, Newfield Medical Group, 71 Lothian Crescent, Dundee, and other events around health and safety. Links for Eventbrite tickets.
4.18 28 Oct Centre for Inclusive Living Perth and Kinross; October Newsletter (new look) contains 8 excellent and informative articles. A good read.
4.19 30 Oct Dighty Water Restoration Project Workshop, Jenny Davies, RBMP Coordinator, Scottish Environment Protection Agency; There’s an online meeting, on 18 November from 14:00 to 16:00 that is a workshop to share and collate feedback on the draft concept designs for the river restoration work and wider landscape changes they would like to deliver along the Dighty Water. A link is provided to join the Microsoft Team Meeting. The email has more info.
Mitia will attend this workshop and report back at our next meeting.

4.20 30 Oct Launch of the Improving Access Fund (for DPOs), Disability Equality Scotland, Lyn Pornado, CEO; Announcement of a new fund that aims to support disabled people across Scotland. The fund will be managed by Inspiring Scotland. Launch date is 7 November from 13:00 to 16:00 at Townhead Village Hall, 60 Saint Mungo Avenue, Glasgow. Kaukab Stewart, Minister for Equalities is the keynote speaker. Email LynnMcEwan@gdaonline.co.uk to book places and advise about any access needs.
Mitia will try to attend this online.
5   A.O.B.
5.1 Anne said that Ross had suggested we invite someone from Inclusion Scotland to tell us all we should know about Inclusion Scotland. Everyone at the meeting thought this a good idea.
Michael asked for other suggestions for guest speakers. 

5.2 Carole said that she had been contacted by a lady who had an issue with the hearing loop at the Caird Hall. She passed the problem to Ross to investigate. 
5.3 Sheila said that she was sorry that she couldn’t come to our last meetings when we were discussing taxis, but that she would like to suggest that when taxi drivers were issued with their badges by the council, that they should also be given an information sheet to display in their taxi, and a card with the same info on a QR code on it which could be scanned by a blind person, so that everyone travelling in the taxi had the driver’s details.

5.4 Michael suggested that it would be good to have a catch up with Mike Morgan and the Dundee Council team involved in the evening meeting we had on June 30th to discuss their Streets Ahead Design Guide. He will contact them to get an update on what they have done and what they still mean to do.
Sheila said that she had been to a Guide Dogs Advisory Board meeting where they were discussing the problems associated with floating bus stops and other shared spaces involving bikes passing bus access points. They feel that they are being consulted by designers, but not nearly early enough for their views to influence final designs. Sheila will pass the names and contact details of members of the Guide Dogs Advisory Board who could be consulted by Dundee Council  to Anne.
6     DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

Our next meeting of Dundee Access Group will be on Zoom on Thursday, 4th December 2025, at 12.30.
e-mail: dundeeaccessgroup.org@hotmail.co.uk

website: www.dundeeaccessgroup.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/DundeeAccessGroup
