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MINUTES OF THE ZOOM MEETING OF DUNDEE ACCESS GROUP HELD On 4th DECEMBER 2025
PRESENT: Anne Farrow, Carole Craig, Mitia Aranda, Tracy Clark, Dorothy Wilson, Ross Craig, Leah Donaldson, Ian Kinsey, Sandy Cameron, Denise Cameron.
APOLOGIES: Sheila Hands, Michael Leeland, Emma Charlton, Jan Goodall.
1.1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th November 2025 were approved. 
2.1. MATTERS ARISING: 
2.1. (Re minute 2.1). Update from Ross re Dundee Taxis. Ross wrote to Brian Woodcock, Senior Solicitor (licensing) and Lisa Archibald, (licensing officer) about the questions and suggestions we still had, and they have agreed to come to one of our meetings next year to discuss the taxi situation further. Questions for them can be sent to Anne.
2.2. (Re minute 2.2). Update from Ross re Pavement Parking. Ross contacted the Team Leader and Senior Transport Officer at Dundee Council and was informed that the information provided by Russell Pepper was factually correct.   The members of the team have been very proactive in Dundee to make sure they use their new powers to fine people they find parking on pavements.    They can't retrospectively issue Penalty Charge Notices, (PCNs) but can use information from the public to help deploy their enforcement team, e.g. being told to go to Fairfield Road on a Saturday afternoon to find cars parked on the pavement. They would be happy to come to one of our meetings next year if we would like them to.
2.3. (Re minute 2.3). Update on Dundee Visitor attractions on Euan’s Guide. Ross said that he has been in touch with Euan’s Guide and has agreed to pay them from his Equality and Diversity Fund to promote Dundee as a tourist destination. They have agreed to keep in touch with Ross and do what they can publicise all Dundee’s tourist attractions and events as they occur. As Dundee Council pays AccessAble annually to keep factual descriptions of Dundee’s tourist attractions and public buildings up to date, he is suggesting that Euan’s Guide provides links making the information AccessAble provides available through the Euan’s Guide site too. Ross also suggests that next year we invite someone from Euan’s Guide to one of our meetings to tell us what they are doing to promote Dundee.
Anne said that she had now written reviews for the lunch and coffee venues at the V&A, the Beefeater beside the Discovery, Dundee Contemporary Arts and Taza, and encouraged others to write reviews of some of Dundee’s tourist attractions when they visit them. Leah will post these reviews on our Facebook page if you let her know when you have done it.
2.4. (Re minute 2.4). Update from Ross on our ramps at Circle Mobility. Ross has been in touch with them, and they have agreed to advertise on their social media platforms that they have our ramps which can be borrowed for use in the Dundee area. They have also agreed that Martin Cleary or one of the team come to our monthly Zoom meetings to maintain links with us.
2.5. (Re minute 2.5). Toilets at Dundee Bus Station. Ross said that The Bus Station (and toilets) are owned and managed by Stagecoach South Scotland and we should contact Gary Marshall, Bus Station Manager ( gary.marshall@stagecoachbus.com) about their lack of toilets.
2.6. (Re minute 4.19). Dighty Water Restoration Project. Mitia was sorry that he was unable to attend this meeting.
2.7. (Re minute 4.20).  Disability Equality Scotland’s Launch of the Improving Access Fund. Mitia attended this meeting. All information about fund can be found at https://inspiringscotland.org.uk/fund/improving-access-fund/.
2.8. (Re minute 5.3). Sheila’s suggestions to give taxi driver’s details to those travelling in taxi. It was suggested that they could be put to Brian and Lisa when they come to a meeting next year. (See Minute 2.1 above)
2.9. (Re Minute 5.4). Catch up with Mike Morgan re Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guide. Mike was contacted and Jo Jamieson, AECOM replied saying that over the last few months, AECOM has been working with Dundee City Council to update its Design Guide. They are nearly in a position to share the proposed updated Design Guide with stakeholders and wanted to let us know that they will be in contact in the coming weeks with more information and a link to an online survey which will ask for feedback.

2.10. ​(RE Minute5.5).  Sheila’s suggestion that the Guide Dogs Advisory Board be consulted by Dundee Council whenever plans for spaces shared by pedestrians and cycles are being made. Ross suggested we contact Neil Quinney, Active Travel Project Office, and Russell Pepper, Walk Wheel Cycle Trust Senior Project Officer, directly and provide them with the names of the Guide Dogs Advisory Board who should be consulted.
3   OTHER AGENDA ITEMS:
3.1 Treasurer’s Report. Sandy reported that our subscriptions to Microsoft for our WORD package and to Zoom have been paid.
4   CORRESPONDENCE:

4.1 03 Nov Disability Equity S​cotland, Accessible Travel Framework Consultation: 2025/2026. This survey closed 9 November 2025. Other ATF surveys (previous, current and potential) at https://disabilityequality.scot/news/accessible-travel-framework-surveys/
4.2 05 Nov AtkinsRéalis, Lynn Stocks, Principal Engagement Consultant, Landscape and Urban Design. Reminder of next event 12th Nov, Strathmartine Connections Phase 2 – Notification of Public Consultations and Proposal of Application Notice. This notification has expired.
4.3 06 Nov Inclusion Scotland, Amy Walsh, Membership and Communications Coordinator, Reminder: Launch of the Improving Access Fund (for DPOs) - 7 November Townhead Village Hall Glasgow and Online; This notification has expired.
4.4 07 Nov DAG, Anne, Improving Access Fund launch event; To DAG membership a forwarding of Mitia Aranda Faieta’s email on attending the launch of Disability Equality Scotland's Improving Access Fund.
4.5 07 Nov Inclusion Scotland, Support MS Society Scotland’s call to improve Adult Disability Payment; MS Society Scotland has written an open letter to the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, urging the Scottish Government to implement the recommendations from Edel Harris’ Independent Review of ADP. The deadline for signing the letter, 14 Nov, has expired. But you can still read and support the initiative.
4.6 14 Nov Disability Equity S​cotland, Funding Opportunity: Improving Access Fund; Key information regarding the fund including coverage dates and application deadline, who the fund is aimed at, and links to further information.
4.7 18 Nov Disability Equity S​cotland, Accessible Travel Framework Consultation: 2025/2026. Reminder of ATF surveys (previous, current and potential) at https://disabilityequality.scot/news/accessible-travel-framework-surveys/
4.8 18 Nov Disability Equity S​cotland, External Research Company (Focus Group); An independent research company that has been asked to evaluate the National Entitlement Card (NEC) scheme. The research company are looking to stage an online focus group session on Monday 01 December, 6pm-7.30pm. You must be a holder of either the Disabled person’s free bus pass or the Disabled Companion (+1) free bus pass. You’ll be offered a £50 Love2Shop voucher at the end of the session as a thanks for your participation. Queries can be sent to kate@ksoresearch.co.uk A follow-up 22 Nov email cancelled the above invitation due to overwhelming response.
4.9 24 Nov AtkinsRéalis, Lynn Stocks, Principal Engagement Consultant, Landscape and Urban Design; A short reminder that the survey for the Strathmartine Connections Phase 2 will close on Wednesday 3rd December at 5pm. The online survey and more information can be viewed on the Story Map at:  https://arcg.is/0H949S0 
4.10 25 Nov Dundee City Council, Jack Masson, Senior Project Officer. Cancellation of the Biking, Riding and Walking (BRAW) AGM; To help DCC plan effectively and ensure maximum participation in 2026, you’re asked to complete the Doodle Poll:  https://doodle.com/group-poll/participate/eEQ5qVWe/vote 
4.11 25 Nov Inclusion Scotland. We need your experiences of Self Directed Support cuts; Inclusion Scotland is launching a new survey to gather first-hand experiences of how cuts to Self Directed Support, especially Direct Payments, are affecting disabled people. Complete the survey online here: https://bit.ly/SDS-Survey-IS  or download the Easy Read version at:  https://inclusionscotland.org/news/sds-survey  
4.12 27 Nov DAG, Anne; Informed the membership of an invitation to someone from Inclusion Scotland to come to one of our meetings next year and a request for members to complete the above survey.
4.13 30 Nov DAG, Anne; Notification of a letter from Jo Jamieson, Principal Consultant, EUR - UK & Ireland, Scotland, Surface Transportation, Aviation & Ports (AECOM); regarding Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guide Update. On agenda for 04 December meeting.
5   A.O.B.
5.1 Anne said that she had been contacted by Peter Shiel who has done a lot of research of places  running beach wheelchair schemes and is looking at starting up a similar initiative in Broughty Ferry. He has carried out visits to possible storage, changing & office space close to the ramped access to the beach, and has collected photos and produced photo-mock ups. Once he analyses the questionnaires he sent to the 9 sites who already run similar schemes in Scotland, he will create a business plan to put forward to individuals and companies who have expressed interest in the project. He is keen that Dundee Access Group supports the project and gives him advice. He will get back to us when his business plan is ready, and we can invite him to one of our Access Group meetings when he is ready to give presentations. 
5.2 Carole recently went to Menzieshill Parish Church for her flu and covid vaccinations and is pleased to report that all the seating provided did have arms.
5.3 The very Reverend Roxanne Campbell contacted the Access Group to ask for someone to meet her at St Paul’s cathedral and give her advice about making the cathedral disabled accessible. Carole met up with her and said the beautiful cathedral had about 20 steps to the main door and the cathedral plans were to put in a lift, a ramp and a new entrance at the side of the building. Carole gave her lots of advice about doors and their widths, marking the edges of steps to make them more visible and suggested alterations to their accessible toilet. The Reverend Campbell would take Carole’s suggestions back to their planners. 
6     DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

Our next meeting of Dundee Access Group will be on Zoom on Thursday, 5th February 2026 at 12.30.
e-mail: dundeeaccessgroup.org@hotmail.co.uk

website: www.dundeeaccessgroup.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/DundeeAccessGroup
