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MINUTES OF THE ZOOM MEETING OF DUNDEE ACCESS GROUP HELD ON 1ST MAY 2025
PRESENT:  Anne Farrow, Carole Craig, Ian Kinsey, Emma Charlton, Dorothy Wilson, Jan Goodall, Michael Leeland.
APOLOGIES:, Tracey Clark, Sandy Cameron, Denise Cameron, Bill Varney, Ross Craig, Mitia Aranda, Sheila Hands.
1.1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd April 2025 were approved. 
2.1. MATTERS ARISING: 
2.1. (Re minute 4). Dundee Taxis. In emails, Mark Devine, Dundee Council, gave us an email address to report problems to the Taxi Licensing Team and Ross Craig suggested we could maybe discuss out taxi problems with a Dundee Council solicitor.

 Jan Goodall attended the latest Transport Forum meeting and raised the problem of people ordering taxis and none turning up. John Berry said that Dundee Council did a survey every 2 years of unmet taxi demand, and in 2024 the unmet demand justified giving licences to 19 new plates. However, the Council required that these vehicles be electric and wheelchair accessible and because such vehicles are very expensive, it is likely this demand will not be met. 
It was suggested we could invite Chris Elder from Unite, the taxi drivers‘ union, or perhaps Graham Stevens, a taxi driver to come to one of our meetings. It was decided Anne should invite Chris Elder to talk with us after the summer.
Also raised at the Transport Forum, was the problems experienced when taking wheelchairs on buses. Dundee Council suggested that the wheelchair users should organise a meeting with Explore Dundee which would be attended by representatives of Dundee Council. But it was difficult to know exactly who would organise it. 
3   OTHER AGENDA ITEMS:
3.1 Dundee Access Group Statement of Accounts at 31st March 2025.  This was sent out prior to the meeting, and Sandy will now proceed to get the accounts examined by DVVA before our AGM in June.
3.2 Request from Finn Nixon, a Courier reporter, asking how our Access Group thought people with disabilities were affected by pavement parking in Dundee, and if we thought the rules against pavement parking in Dundee were enforced strictly enough.
Anne sent Finn’s request to all the members of our Access Group and Leah has posted it on Facebook. Bill has sent a reply to Anne which will be forwarded to Finn. Carol encouraged our other members to give us photos and comments to send to Finn. Emma said that she would cascade Finn’s request to her network of contacts.
4   CORRESPONDENCE:

4.1 03 April – Ross Craig, Equalities & Fairness Officer (Chief Executives Services) at Dundee City; invitation to Dundee Transport Form meeting 17 April.
Jan attended.
4.2 04 April – Patrick Nyamurundira, Access and Inclusion Manager Scot Rail: response to Anne regarding company training. Link included: https://www.scotrail.co.uk/plan-your-journey/accessible-travel/accessible-travel-policy
4.3 12 April – Liam Simpson, Lead Consultant (for Training), Values into Action: Scotland; 
promotion of Easy Read training on 29 April with a website for more information and date: https://viascotland.org.uk/easy-read-translation-service/
4.4 12 April – Dundee Volunteer and Voluntary Action; list of Development and Networking Updates, news, training and events.
4.5 12 April – Inclusion Scotland; You're Invited: Help Launch the Access to Elected Office Fund.
4.6 12 April – Inclusion Scotland; Please Note Venue Change. Help Launch the Access to Elected Office Fund.
4.7 12 April – Inclusion Scotland; April 2025 Newsletter.
4.8 12 April – Disability Equity Scotland, Douglas Bryce, Deputy Chief Executive Officer; what is it like to live in Scotland as a disabled person. In-person event 21 May at Norton Park Conference Centre, Edinburgh.
4.9 13 April – Mark Devine,  Transport Officer, City Development Department, DCC; reporting a taxi driver to the Taxi Licensing Team via licensing.board@dundeecity.gov.uk website, and the complaint will be forwarded to the LSO.
4.10 13 April – Dundee Courier, Finn Nixon (reporter); message received by Carole regarding pavement parking offences in Dundee over the last year and a Dundee Access Group perspective.
4.11 18 April – Euan’s Guide newsletter; Happy Easter message included report on Most-reviewed places to stay (accessible accommodation), Accessible Edinburgh (a guide to Scotland’s capital), Disabled reviews.
4.12 24 April – Inclusion Scotland, Welcome to your e-bulletin; Launch of Scottish Adult disability living allowance, Carers Scotland (income and Employment Support for Unpaid Carers), Making the Arts more Accessible (Edinburgh International Festival 2025), News report on Unlocking Inclusive Work through Flex Plus, Covid-19 hasn’t gone away (Spring vaccine and who’s eligible; more info at www.nhsinfom.scot/covid19vaccine, Have Your Say, Events and Training, Jobs and Volunteering and Opportunities.
5   A.O.B.
5.1  Carole said that we were all sorry to hear that Alex Joseph’s contract with The Circle had ended and was not to be renewed. She was so enthusiastic and hard working, and she will be missed.  We were pleased to hear that she means to continue to be a member of Dundee Access Group. 
We were also sad to hear that The Circle Mobility premises behind the Overgate was broken into, and mobility equipment had been stolen.
5.2 Anne reminded everyone that the Dundee Access Group AGM was immediately before our next Access Group meeting in June.  Carole, Anne and Sandy are prepared to continue in their roles of Vice Convenor, Secretary and Treasurer which means we still need and invite nominations for a Convenor. Sandy has indicated that he only wants to be Treasurer for one more year.
5.3 Carole suggested that we arrange to meet for tea and cake again. Our usual venue of the Botanic Gardens Coffee Shop has closed so we need a new venue, and we need to decide on a time that would allow as many as possible to attend. Michael suggested the Castle Green Café might be a possibility.
6     DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

Our next meeting will be on Zoom on Thursday, 5th June 2025, immediately after our AGM which will start at 12.30.
e-mail: dundeeaccessgroup.org@hotmail.co.uk

website: www.dundeeaccessgroup.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/DundeeAccessGroup
