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MINUTES OF THE ZOOM MEETING OF DUNDEE ACCESS GROUP HELD ON 5TH JUNE 2025
PRESENT:  Carole Craig, Anne Farrow, Leah Donaldson, Sheila Hands, Sandy Cameron, Denise Cameron, Michael Leeland. Tracey Clark, Emma Charlton.
APOLOGIES:, Mitia Aranda, Bill Varney, Tracey Duncan, Dorothy Wilson, Ross Craig, Jan Goodall, Ian Kinsey.
1.1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st May 2025 were approved. 
2.1. MATTERS ARISING: 
2.1. (Re minute 2.1). Dundee Taxis. Anne has not yet invited Chris Elder from Unite, the taxi drivers’ union to one of our meetings after the summer.
2.2. (Re Minute 3.2). Request from Finn Nixon, Courier reporter re pavement parking. Anne sent him the comments she had received from Bill Varney.
3   OTHER AGENDA ITEMS:
3.1 Treasurer’s Report. Sandy had nothing new to report.
3.2 Date for Mike Morgan, Principal Consultant, Streets - STAP, UK, to meet up with us as he wants to understand our experiences around Street design. Sheila suggested we might have a zoom meeting in an evening. Michael will consult with Mike Morgan and arrange a time for the meeting.
4   CORRESPONDENCE:

4.1 05 May – Finn Nixon, reporter, DC Thompson newspapers; Pavement Parking. Acknowledgment to Anne’s response regarding Finn’s query as to whether DAG members have been “adversely affected” by pavement parking.
4.2 07 May - Dr. Seemab Farooqi, Academic Lecturer, University of Dundee School of Business; cc: Vicky Lambart, and Dr. Theressa Dunne (Research Team, "The Price of Inclusion" Project). Invitation to Participate: Knowledge Exchange Workshop (In-person stakeholder workshop) that was held 3 June 10am to 1pm. bringing together key stakeholders to discuss the real costs of living with a disability in Scotland and to explore pathways from research findings to actionable steps.
4.3 30 May – Lynn Stocks, Principal Engagement Consultant, landscape and urban design; Invitation from Douglas Connections to attend the Douglas Oasis Family Fun Day, Saturday 21 June 11am to 2pm in Douglas Park. Four attachments.
5   A.O.B.
5.1 Carole told us that Dundee Council had approved the plans for the new accessible bridge to cross the railway at Magdalen Green. Unfortunately, Friends of Magdalen Green are not happy with the design of the bridge.
5.2 Carole said that there was a report in the Evening Telegraph and in The Courier about bus operator, Xplore Dundee, which is facing a public inquiry over disabled access on its vehicles after wheelchair user, Paula Cahill, from Dundee, twice claimed she faced issues accessing the Fly service to and from Edinburgh Airport. A public inquiry relating to Xplore’s compliance with public service vehicles accessibility regulations (PSVAR) has now been scheduled for June 17 in Edinburgh.
5.3 Carole said that she had taken her aunt to a pop-up covid clinic for her latest vaccination and was disappointed that none of the seating available had arms and that the clinic was at a distance from the nearest parking spaces.  She pointed this out to one of the nurses and asked that he made organisers aware that the facilities at all clinics need to cater for the needs of the less able in society.

Sheila said that she would speak to one of her colleagues who is on an NHS Inclusivity Group and ask her to make the group aware of these problems.

5.4 After some discussion it was agreed that we would all try to meet up for tea and cake at the V&A one afternoon during the last week in August. Anne to organise.
5.5 Emma told us about the work she was doing with Attitude is Everything which connects disabled people with music and live event industries to improve access to such events. https://attitudeiseverything.org.uk/
6     DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

Our next meeting of Dundee Access Group will be on Zoom on Thursday, 4th September 2025, at 12.30.
e-mail: dundeeaccessgroup.org@hotmail.co.uk

website: www.dundeeaccessgroup.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/DundeeAccessGroup
