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MINUTES OF THE ZOOM MEETING OF DUNDEE ACCESS GROUP HELD ON 6TH MARCH 2025
PRESENT:  Anne Farrow, Sandy Cameron, Denise Cameron, Carole Craig, Ian Kinsey, Tracey Clark, Emma Charlton, Dorothy Wilson, Bill Varney, Ross Craig, Seemab Farooqi, Vicky Lambert.
APOLOGIES: Jan Goodall, Sheila Hands, Leah Donaldson, Michael Leeland, Mitia Aranda.
1.1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th February 2025 were approved. 
2.1. MATTERS ARISING: 
2.1. (Re minute 4). Dundee Taxis. At our last meeting Tracey suggested we try to contact James Hendry from Dundee taxi driver’s club and invite him to come to one of our meetings. Carole phoned the club and left a message asking him to phone her back, but he didn’t. 
Anne said that she could write to the taxi drivers’ club and see if she could get someone to put a message on their noticeboard asking if a taxi driver could join our meeting and give us advice, and Ross said that he would see if he could find a potential contact for us. 
Again, at the last meeting asked Emma asked if Dundee Council were doing anything to encourage more taxi drivers to provide wheelchair accessible vehicles. Ross said that there had recently been a consultation on taxis, and they were awaiting the results of that consultation. Emma agreed that we should revisit this when these results were published.
2.2. (Re minute 5.2). Ian’s difficulty getting a blue badge. Ian said that he had made some progress and was now more confident that he would get a blue badge.
3   OTHER AGENDA ITEMS:
3.1 Treasurer’s Report.  Sandy said that he didn’t have anything new to report, but as the financial year ends soon, he hopes to have his statement of our accounts ready for our next meeting in April.
3.2 Dundee City Council’s proposed Mainstreaming Equality Outcomes. Ross said that the primary aim of setting these targets for services across the Council was to ensure that all the different protected groups were being consulted and that their voices were being heard. Anne said that because Ross and Dorothy attended our meetings regularly, we felt that our voices, representing people in Dundee with disabilities, were being heard, and Ian said that because representatives of the Council attended key meetings held for the Stobswell community they too felt their voices were heard.
4   CORRESPONDENCE:

4.1 01 Feb Inclusion Scotland: E-bulletin.
4.2 03 Feb Adaptation Scotland; Climate Ready Tayside Progress and Next Steps Event on 11 March in Edinburgh and online event 19 March.
4.3 05 Feb The Assembly, Ebi Eftekhar, Northeast Lead, Scottish Assembly; invitation to meet & eat meeting 26th of February at the Boomerang Centre.
4.4 14 Feb Tactran Trails; request to help us spread the word about the 25th February Lochee Urban Trail engagement event and online survey!
4.5 14 Feb Kathryn Sharp, Acting Head of Service, Strategic Services, Dundee Health and Social Care Partnership; Dundee IJB 2025/26 Budget Consultation that closed 5 March.
4.6 17 Feb DVVA Learning, Development and Networking Updates - February 2025; news and updates.
4.7 20 Feb Ross Craig Equalities & Fairness Officer (Chief Executives Services) DCC; DCC proposed Mainstreaming Equality Outcomes for review and comment by Thursday 27 February. (attachment included).
4.8 21 Feb Euan’s Guide, A decade of data, a future of change – 10 years of disabled access insights! Summary: Euan’s Guide has been gathering vital insights into the barriers disabled people face when going out. Our latest Access Survey confirms what many already know – disabled access information is essential.
4.9 24 Feb Inclusion Scotland; invitation for Opportunity to Help Shape ILF Scotland’s Future – In-Person Event in Glasgow, held on 27 February.
4.10 25 Feb Tactran Trails; Lochee Urban Trail survey - now live – as of 28 February, and accessible through - https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/325978abe5e14806b4f99133f6696d36
4.11  26 Feb Seemab Farooqi, Lecturer HRM (Teaching and Research), School of Business, University of Dundee; Invitation to Participate in RSE-Funded Disability Research in The Price of Inclusion: Exploring the Hidden Costs of Living with Disability in Scotland, a research project funded by the Royal Society of Edinburgh.  Download for Project Overview attached to email.
4.12 28 Feb Eve Russell, PA to CEO, DVVA; forwarding message from Michelle Edgar supporting the deployment of a commissioned referral system in Dundee named FORT (Fast Online Referral Tracking). The FORT system supports cross-sector referrals for children, young people, adults and whole families. Anyone interested in joining or finding more information on FORT should email michelle@adviceinfrastructure.com.
4.13 28 Feb Inclusion Scotland, Review of the Adult Disability Payment Consultation Process; deadline was 3 March.
5   A.O.B.
5.1  Anne said that Patrick Nyamurundira, Access and Inclusion Manager for Scotrail, had recently contacting our Access Group asking if he could speak to our group. Anne will send him possible dates.
5.2 Anne said that there would be a Dighty Water Restoration Workshop on 10th March. It was suggested that Mitia might attend this for us.
5.3 Anne said there would be an Urban Releaf – Shape your city Workshop on 21st March and it would be good if someone from our Access Group attended this.
5.4 Carole said that she had been asked by Darren Thomson, Dundee Leisure and Culture, to visit The new Change Centre in Dundee, which is a football themed personal development space set up for local socially disadvantaged young people and adults. Darren asked Carole to give them advice to ensure it was accessible to people with disabilities. Carole visited and suggested some improvements that could be made, one of which was putting in blue badge parking spaces in their car park. She was happy to point out many of their positive accessibility features too.
5.5 Tracey told us about an Inclusion Scotland meeting she had attended on 27th February. After further private discussions within the group, we should expect a press release from them in April.
5.6 Seemab Farooqi, Lecturer in the Business School at Dundee University, recently contacted our Access Group to invite us to participate in her research project The Price of Inclusion: Exploring the Hidden Costs of Living with Disability in Scotland. Seemab came to our meeting to tell us more about her project and discuss how Dundee Access Group could help her. She has now reached the stage where she would like to interview key stakeholders to hear about the financial burdens they face and assess the adequacy of the current benefits. She will then develop policy recommendations to improve the present support systems. She asks that the members of Dundee Access Group who have disabilities and receive benefits volunteer to be interviewed by her individually or in groups. She would like us to put information on our Facebook page and on our website to let others know about her project, and she would like Dundee Access Group to be represented at the public engagement workshop she will be organising in the summer. We agreed to do what we could to help. Ross also offered to meet with her to see what further help he could provide to spread information about her project to other stakeholders.
6     DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

Our next Zoom meeting will be at 12.30 on Thursday 3rd April 2025.
e-mail: dundeeaccessgroup.org@hotmail.co.uk

website: www.dundeeaccessgroup.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/DundeeAccessGroup
