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MINUTES OF THE ZOOM MEETING OF DUNDEE ACCESS GROUP HELD ON 7TH NOVEMBER 2024
PRESENT:  Anne Farrow, Dorothy Wilson, Carole Craig, Jan Goodall, Bill Varney, Elise Coubrough, Ian Kinsey, Sheila Hands, Mitia Aranda, Tracey Clark, Emma Charlton, Michael Leeland.
APOLOGIES: Sandy Cameron, Denise Cameron, Ross Craig, Leah Donaldson.
1.1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd October 2024 were approved. 
2.1. MATTERS ARISING: 
2.1. (Re minute 3.1).  Dundee Access Group ramps. Carole has delivered our ramps to The Circle Mobility. Elise will get in touch with Alex to arrange a time to have her photo taken using one of our ramps.
2.2. (Re minute 3.2). Update on Dundee Ice Arena. Carole & Hannah met up with Darren Thomson, Disability Officer for Dundee Leisure and Culture, at the Ice Arena. Carole and Hannah were able to demonstrate the problems associated with a power wheelchair using the Ice Arena’s ramps. 
Funding has been obtained to iupdate the Ice Arena’s website and Carole suggested they have at least one photo of a wheelchair being used on the ice to encourage other wheelchair users to try it.

Darren was keen that The Ice Arena should be featured on the Dundee AccessAble web pages. Ross Craig will be consulted.
Darren was keen to explore whether other disabled activities, eg curling, or events, eg quiet times for people with neurodiversity issues, could take place at the Ice Arena. 
2.3. (Re Minute 3.3). Update on St Katharine’s Fund. Sandy has asked the administrators of the St Katharine’s fund if we can apply for more funding from them. They have not yet replied.
2.4. (Re Minute 5.6). Update from Elise about ARUP lighting team invitation to an evening of night walks on 9th October in Dundee City Centre. Elise said that the group attending was split, with one group going in the direction of the universities, the other towards the commercial area of Dundee. They stopped at designated places on their routes and had to say how well lit the place was, if the place felt friendly, and if they feel comfortable being there.
2.5. (Re Minute 6.1). Update from Elise about making it easier for people to attend our meetings. Elise apologised that she hadn’t had time to do this yet.
2.6. (Re Minute 6.4). Update from Ross about blue badge parking at multi-storey carparks when badge holders have hearing problems. Ross was unable to attend our meeting today. Hopefully he will be able to report back at our next meeting.
2.7. (Re Minute 6.5). Update from Carole about the gym equipment at Olympia having buttons or a touchscreen. Carole has made Darren Thomson aware that people with sight problems can’t use a touchscreen.
3   OTHER AGENDA ITEMS:
3.1 Treasurer’s Report.  Sandy was unable to attend today’s meeting.
4   CORRESPONDENCE:

4.1 The ALLIANCE newsletters and weekly Bulletins.
4.2 DVVA Learning, Development and Networking Updates.
4.3 08 October 2024 Emma Charlton letter of appreciation regarding attendance at last meeting.
4.4 09 October 2024 Nadine Law email link to Community Transport Week 14-18 October.
4.5 10 October 2024 Lynn Stocks, Landscape Architecture & Urban design re: St Leonard and Baldragon Active Travel - Invitation to Community Drop -In Event 6th Nov.
4.6  14 October 2024 Coire Blackwood email Easy Read Training Course Offer (6th November).
4.7 17 October 2024 from David.Keltie-Armstrong, Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland. The Cabinet Secretary for Transport is looking to appoint a new Convener of the Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland (MACS). 
4.8 18 October 2024 Dundee's Third Sector Newsletter for October 2024.
4.9  21 October 2024 Inclusion Scotland Disabled People Organisation campaign fortnight to Nov 4th.
4.10 22 October 2024 from BRAW Dundee, saying they are contacting groups and organisations in the Dundee area who may be interested in having representation on the Dundee Outdoor Access Forum also known as BRAW.
Sheila has contacted them and is keeping in touch with them.

4.11  21 October 2024 Urban Trails Team Co-designing an urban trail in Lochee.
4.12  28 October Ebi Eftekhar NorthEast Meet and Eat workshop - 12th November.
4.13  29 October 2024 Disability Equality Scotland, Mobility Scooter Filming Opportunity.
4.14 29 October 2024 Sheila Hands Lochee Urban Trail 4 Nov.
Sheila met with members of the Urban Trail team from SUSTRANS and walked part of the route in Lochee. They were really interested in hearing about the problems Sheila had walking along the trail with her guide dog and noted her views. They would also welcome input from others and Sheila suggested it might be helpful for them to consult Bill.

4.15  29 October 2024 from Carole Craig saying Downfield Junior Football Club had contacted her saying they required advice as they were having to relocate, and their new venue needed work to make it accessible.
Carole met up with them at the new venue and saw that it needed a lot of improvements and gave them some advice. They are now also in contact with Dorothy and Ross who are also going to give them advice.
4.16 30 October 2024 Diversity Jobs Group, Excited to Help Your Community Discover New Opportunities.
4.17 31 October 2024 Inclusion Scotland, Inclusion Matters Autumn Newsletter.
5   A.O.B.
5.1  Carole said that she was going to attend the next Destination Dundee event in the V&A on Wednesday 13th November at 10.00. The event will have presentations by Euan’s Guide and Circle Mobility.
6     DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

The next Zoom meeting of Dundee Access Group is at 12.30 on Thursday 5th December 2024
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