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MINUTES FOR THE ZOOM MEETING HELD ON  2ND MARCH 2023.
PRESENT: Carole Craig, Anne Farrow, Dorothy Wilson, Sandy Cameron, Denise Cameron, Jan Goodall, Ross Craig, Lyla Scott, Michael Leeland.
APOLOGIES: Bill Varney, John Mitchell, Tracy Duncan.
1 GUEST

Lara Henderson, a development officer for Scotland at the Community Transport Association (CTA), attended our meeting. She said that CTA represented over 170 members in Scotland and aimed to ensure that operators could provide in their area transport systems which are affordable, sustainable and accessible for all. The CTA is a not-for-profit organisation, supporting community - led solutions to meet transport needs that are not being met elsewhere. At present they are trying to get the government to review the mileage allowance paid to volunteer drivers which has remained at 45p per mile since 2012 and no longer covers their expenses, and last year the CTA launched its flagship mapping Scotland project and has created a community transport interactive map of Scotland. 

Lara said that in Dundee only a few members had joined recently, and that the CTA would like to know what our community wants. Jan explained that in Dundee, unfortunately there was no group providing a voice for the people who were unable to access public transport and their needs were not being met. Lara accepted that this was a gap and that funding was a barrier. She said that the interactive map would show where in Dundee the closest member groups are and that she would try to identify for us how access to a minibus could be obtained.

Ross has agreed to keep in touch with Lara who said she would pass on information she thought would be of interest to the group.

2 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes or the meeting held on 2nd February 2023 were approved.
3 MATTERS ARISING:
3.1 (Re Minute 3.1) Spreading the word about Dundee Access Group. Anne said she had contacted the Dundee Dragons Wheelchair Sports Club and the local universities, sending them a poster and information about Dundee Access Group and inviting them to our meetings.  She also sent the information to Ross Craig, and he said that he had put it in a bulletin which is going out soon to all his contacts and he has asked them to further publicise our Access Group.  Joyce Barclay had suggested we got in touch with staff at the MacKinnon Centre and Carole went to see them. She gave them the poster and information about our Group with an invitation to come to our meetings. They said they would also pass on all the information to all those attending the Centre. Joyce had also suggested that some members of our Group might do a Let’s Talk session, but no members seemed keen to do that.
Ross said that there was going to be a Keys for Life Community event for people with learning disabilities on Wednesday 8th March and attending this might give us an opportunity to attract new members. He said that if nobody in the group could manage to attend, he could promote our Group.
3.2 (Re Minute 3.2). Form to be signed by borrowers of ramps. Sandy has produced an updated form which Anne will circulate to the Access Group for their approval. Anne said that we would now need new publicity to let people know that a ramp was still available for people to borrow and how they could now do it.  We discussed whether we should buy another ramp but delayed making a decision until Sandy consulted Graham Angus who we felt was probably the best person to give us advice on how to proceed.

3.3 (Re Minute 2.4) Community Transport Provision in Dundee. We didn’t feel we needed to discuss Community Transport further.
4 OTHER AGENDA ITEMS
4.1 Treasurers Report. Sandy had nothing to report.
5 CORRESPONDENCE

5.1 ALLIANCE newsletters and weekly Bulletins.
5.2 Disability Equality News.
5.3 LNER newsletter.
5.4 On 2/2/23 from DES sending request from a freelance journalist asking if anyone has been put off flying by the way staff act towards those with disabilities.
5.5 On 6/2/23 from Dorothy Wilson sending the response of the Dundee Council civil engineering section to the recent BBC report on issues arising for blind and partially sighted persons with installation of new cycle lanes.
Bill responded.
5.6 On 7/2/23 from Age Scotland sending Invitation to attend workshops exploring how active travel can help address some of the pressing issues faced by our communities. 
5.7 On 8/2/23 from Dorothy Wilson sending Joyce Barclay’s suggestion that the Access group members could ask for a Let’s Talk session - they can be interviewed online or in person and the video could be shared to promote group membership. 
5.8 On 8/2/23 from Dorothy Wilson sending Ross’s request that we send him a paragraph on the group with link to our website so he could circulate it to the council’s network of contacts to try to increase our membership.
5.9 On 8/2/23 from Dorothy Wilson sending Joyce Barclay’s suggestion that we might also speak to staff at Mackinnon centre (by phone or email) re respite and day support service users across the City  becoming involved. 
5.10   On 14/2/23 from Age Scotland sending details of free online cyber security sessions, presented by Police Scotland as part of Cyber Security Week.
5.11 n 14/2/23 from Age Concern re Blackwood Homes Peoplehood Project about a Lifestyle Alert System.
5.12 On 17/23 from a student at Dundee University asking for a member of our group to answer questions about how parks and green spaces in Dundee could be made more accessible. 
Carole is helping the student.
5.13  On 18/2/23 from Carole Craig sending link indicating the services Community Cars are providing.
 Unfortunately, on their website it says that, due to the demand, they are unable to take any more referrals. 
5.14 On 20/2/23 from Jenny Muir sending invitation to a workshop online re Lochee Road Active Freeway Study about the Preferred Route and Concept Designs. 
Jenny is keen that we look at this and send in our comments.
5.15 On 20/2/23 from DVVA sending DVVA Stakeholder Survey.   
5.16 On 22/2/23 from Annie Marrs providing an update on the Union Street Transformation Project.
5.17 On 22/2/23 from DCA inviting members to get involved in their Eye Can Draw 3D project. 
5.18  On 23/2/23 from Disability Equality Scotland informing us their Access Panel conference is on 28th April 2023.
6 AOB


There was no AOB.
7 DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting of Dundee Access Group is on 6th April 2023.
