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MINUTES FOR THE ZOOM MEETING HELD ON  4TH FEBRUARY 2021.
PRESENT: Carole Craig, Anne Farrow, Lillian Malcolm, Sandy Cameron, Denise Cameron, Jan Goodall, Bill Varney, Dorothy Wilson, John Mitchell. Invited Guests: Charmaine Wanless (DAAG chairperson), Fee Souter (PAMIS), Michael Sandeman, (DCC Senior Engineer), Michael Bastow (DCC, Manager for Urban Beach Project), Nick Tolley (OPEN, Landscape Architect and Lead Designer for Urban Beach Project). 
APOLOGIES: Michael Leeland, Alison Rae.
1. PRESENTATION about the new urban beach in Dundee.
This is the latest project which will enhance Dundee’s Waterfront area. Construction started in April 2020 and is due to be completed in summer 2021.Nick explained the concept for the project was ‘a trip to the beach’ which would provide an attractive, playful space for all Dundee’s residents and visitors. The area will include a walk-through dune area, a large water feature and a play area with both interactive and traditional units as well as its highlight, the 740 m2 sandy area, the urban beach. An attractive kiosk (the active travel hub) will also sit in the area and house a snack provider and toilets as well as providing a useful social space for cyclists and walkers.
When designing the area, care was taken to make the area attractive and safe. Round the sandy area will be a specially designed bench with a back and seats facing both directions, into the urban beach and out to the Tay.  It will have some built-in armrests for those who need them. As well as providing seating, it will also serve to contain the sand and prevent it reaching the water features, the play area and the boulevard. There will be more informal seating too with armchairs in various spots throughout the area. All the paths in the area will be wide with slip resistant surfaces. Column and bollard lighting will ensure the area is adequately lit and there will be 3 security cameras to ensure users safety. It was suggested that more tables would be a welcome addition for picnickers.
It is hoped that transport links from the area north of the Kingsway to the waterfront will be improved using the new bus stops there could be in the area and that the urban beach will be enjoyed by all those living in Dundee as well as its visitors. 

We thanked Nick and both Michaels for attending our meeting to tell us about this exciting project and answering the questions we had. 
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd December 2020 were approved. 

3. MATTERS ARISING:

3. (Re Minute 2.1). Unfortunately, nobody has been able to visit the butcher’s shop.
3. (Re Minute 2.2). Unfortunately, nobody has been able to visit the Generator Projects.
4. OTHER AGENDA ITEMS
4.    Treasurer’s report. Sandy had nothing new to report.

4. Disabled Access to the V&A. Anne has been in touch with Peter Nurick and they are both happy that this will be added be Accessibility page of the V&A Dundee website: For groups and individuals with limited mobility, alternative access can be arranged via the staff entrance of V&A Dundee (directly opposite the parking on South Crighton Street). Please ask a member of the security team there who will arrange for another member of our team to escort you into the museum. The group were pleased about this too.
4.   Cycle Path and walkway between Broughty Ferry and Monifieth. There was an item in The Courier recently about it and Dorothy said the team involved in the work would like to have the opportunity to update disabled people in the community with their progress on it. We have agreed to them coming to our next meeting on 4th March.
5. CORRESPONDENCE:

By email 

5.1 ALLIANCE newsletters and weekly Bulletins.
5.2 Inclusion Scotland E-Bulletins.
5.3 Dundee Third Sector Interface Newsletters.
5.4 Disability Living Newsletters.
5.5 Disability Equality Scotland’s Open Door magazines and Disability Equality Newsletters.
5.6 On 11/12/20 from Inclusion Scotland sending an invitation to their webinar on 19th January 2021 entitled All Our Rights in Law.
5.7 On 15/12/20 from DES giving info about new broadband support available to some Access Panel members.
5.8 On 16/12/20 from Age Scotland giving advice to people who had not had the Winter Fuel Payment they were entitled to.
5.9 On 18/12/20 from DES sending their Access Panel survey and an invitation to their Access Panel Conference towards the end of February 2021.
5.10 On 22/12/20 from Transport Scotland and the Scottish Road Research Laboratory sending a questionnaire about people’s experience and views of zebra crossings.
Carole filled this in.

5.11 On 8/1/21 from V&A about them setting up a meeting with representatives of local disability groups to ensure their next exhibition, Night Fever, is fully inclusive. That meeting was later scheduled for 25th January. 
Carole & Anne attended. They reported that the organisers had done a good job of considering disabled visitors. Carole asked them to make sure there was plenty seating, and that the information about the exhibits was displayed where it could be easily read and with no glare on it. 
5.12 On 8/1/21 from LNER sending their latest newsletter.
5.13 On 13/1/21 from Transport Scotland sending their Accessible Travel Delivery Plan: Progress Report - 2019/20.
Jan had read this document fully and agreed with what they were trying to do, but said that, as always happens, nobody is considering those who cannot access public transport.
5.14 On 15/1/21 from Peter Nurick, V&A, sending his suggested wording to be put on their website for Access to the V&A Dundee for people with mobility problems. This will tell visitors with mobility problems how to get access to the V&A via the staff entrance. See Minute 4.2.
5.15 On 15/1/21 from LNER sending their timetable update.
5.16 On 20/1/21 from Dundee Cycling Forum asking our views about the shared path of the new upgrade to the Monifieth to Broughty Ferry cycle path being unsegregated.  
5.17 On 21/1/21 from DVVA sending info about Free e-learning training for unpaid carers in Dundee.
5.18  On 21/1/21from Dundee Council which has appointed a consultant to conduct active travel audits in the Maryfield, Strathmartine and East End wards and would like local disability groups to assist.
Unfortunately, we have no members of the group who live in these areas and covid restrictions have resulted in fewer people using buses and consequently fewer buses running.

5.19 On 25/1/21 from Dundee Council forwarding UK Government Survey on Strategy for Disabled People.
5.20 On 27/1/21 from Age Scotland sending details of a series of free online safety classes.
5.21 On 28/1/21 from Inclusion Scotland sending an invitation to join their people-led policy panel on adult social care support.
5.22 On 28/1/21 from Age Scotland sending a survey to collect data on how people over 50 experience many aspects of their lives.
5.23 On 28/1/21 from PKCIL forwarding an invitation from the Cabinet Office to take part in the Government Disability strategy survey. 
5.24 On 28/1/21 from Joyce Barclay, DHSCP, sending article about 'Upholding the rights of disabled people to access essential supplies'.
6.  A.O.B.

6.1 Dorothy said that very few people had participated in the Equality and Diversity study sent by Paul Davies and Peter Allan. She said she would send it again and hoped that more would fill it in.
6.2 Carole said Kay Mitchell, BEAR Scotland, had phoned her about getting dropped kerbs in Murifield Road and she told her that wheelchair users really appreciate dropped kerbs being put in. Bill said that Kay had phoned him too, and he said that, for his clients, if more dropped kerbs were installed, tactile paving had to be installed at the same time.
6.3 Carole said that she was involved in discussions about making the empty building across the road from the V&A disabled friendly. The Department of Social Security is taking it on a long-term lease.
6.4 Sandy asked if Dorothy had any information about the proposed Eden Project coming to Dundee. She didn’t but said she would make enquiries.
6.5 Jan said that the Transport Scotland Act 2019 has come into force. One thing it mentions is that Health Boards are obliged to consider community transport needs and Jan would like them to consider the needs of those who cannot access any public transport.
6.6 Jan asked Dorothy if she had any information about the results of Dundee City Centre Consultation and suggested it be an agenda item for a future access Group meeting.
7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

The date of the next meeting is Thursday 4th March 2021. There will be a presentation by the team working on the update of the cycle path and walkway between Broughty Ferry and Monifieth at this meeting.
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