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MINUTES OF THE ZOOM MEETING HELD ON 1ST OCTOBER  2020
PRESENT:  Carole Craig, Anne Farrow, Lillian Malcolm, Sandy Cameron, Denise Cameron, Dorothy Wilson, Alison Rae. 
APOLOGIES: Bill Varney. Michael Leeland.
1.1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th March 2020 were approved. 
2.1. MATTERS ARISING: 
2.1. (Re minute 3.1). Access to V&A. Because of lockdown no progress has been made.
2.2. (Re minute 3.2). Access to Butcher’s shop in Perth Road. We have no new information.
2.3. (Re Minute 3.3).  Update to extending our project to make buildings accessible in other areas of Dundee. Nicky MacCrimmon, Dundee Council, Manager of the Community Partnerships, wrote to all the partnerships asking if we could attend one of their meetings to promote our work but because of lockdown no progress has been made.
2. (Re Minute 3.4). Heart Space Yoga. We have no new information.
2. (Re Minute 3,5). Boccia Court in the Regional Performance Centre for Sport. The manager said that their intention was to keep the floor as clear as possible as too many lines causes issues for all of the user groups and, as there was no planned regular usage for boccia, it was decided not to include its lines. No progress has been made on moving boccia games from DISC to RPC.
3   OTHER AGENDA ITEMS:
3.1 Treasurer’s Report.  Sandy said that the accounts had been finalised and approved by DVVA. He also suggested that we give donations to Shopmobility and to Dundee Blind and Partially Sighted Society and everybody present agreed. Alison said she would send Sandy an invoice for the hire of the room for our meetings. Sandy will also send Anne a form to sign for claiming expenses from DES. 
3.2 Tribute to Denis Bethell who died on March 24th, 2020. 
If anyone fitted the description of ‘a scholar and a gentleman’ it was Denis Bethell, former chairman of Dundee Access Group. The retired distinguished academic, who never sought the limelight, stepped in to chair the group when his wife Jan was no longer able to do so. He did so with a quiet dignity and charm that made him a delight for all the members to work with. Underneath that charm there was a razor sharp mind and a tenacity with which he pursued the access needs of people with disabilities. His contribution to the improvements in access in Dundee cannot be underestimated. 
When, a few years ago, principally for reasons of increasing deafness and other physical limitations, he stood down from the chair, he continued to support the group with his regular attendance, knowledge, and insight. Even when it became necessary for him to be transported to our meetings, he regularly graced us with his presence.
Denis was truly a gift to the Dundee Access Group and all of us who knew him are the richer for his friendship.
3.3 Lynda Sawers. Lynda has indicated that she wants to withdraw from the group.
3.4 Toilet at Generator Projects in Mid Wynd. Lynda was in touch with them and it is progressing,
3.5 Complaint about painted pavement in Castle Street.  Anne-Marie Barrie, Guide Dogs for the Blind Association, contacted us to complain that the painted pavement in Castle Street was a challenge for those with sight problems. Dorothy had discussions with the council's city centre team, Anne-Marie, Bill Varney and Alison Rae and a zoom meeting has been scheduled with them on 20th October to discuss best practice for future projects.
4   CORRESPONDENCE:

By email 
4.1  Disability Equality Scotland Newsletter.
4.2 The ALLIANCE Weekly Bulletin.
4.3 Inclusion Scotland E-Bulletins.
4.4 Dundee Third Sector Interface Newsletters.
4.5 Disability Living Newsletters.
4.6 On 10/3/20 from Nicky MacCrimmon, Dundee Council, Manager of the Community Partnerships, sending a copy of a letter she has sent all the partnerships asking if we could attend one of their meetings to promote our work. 
4.7 On 16/3/20 from Anne Farrow saying that there would be no April meeting of Dundee Access Group as Thomas Herd House would be closed due to Covid-19.
4.8 On 19/3/20 from Dorothy Wilson sending link to Dundee Council’s Covid-19 Information and Guidance.
4.9 On 20/3/20 and other dates from LNER sending their updates of timetables and other info.
4.10 On 20/3/20 from Xplore Dundee changing their bus timetables due to Covid-19.
4.11 On 23/3/20 from Abellio-Scotrail sending their emergency timetables.
4.12 On 25/3/20 from DVVA sending Offers of Assistance. 
4.13 On 28/3/20 there was an announcement in The Courier that Denis Bethell, our friend and past Convenor of Dundee Access Group, died on 24th March. 
4.14 On 20/5/20 from LNER asking our views on the design of new long-distance trains.
4.15 On 21/5/20 from Equality and Human Rights Commission sending this statement:  Following our support for a legal challenge, Arriva London North Ltd has come to a legally binding agreement with a passenger from London to help ensure that their drivers do more to enable disabled people to access public transport. Specific details of drivers’ duties were included.
4.16 On 22/5/20 from DES sending Scottish Government’s Route Map Through and Out of the Crisis.
4.17 On 23/5/20 from Google announcing new accessibility features for its products.
4.18 On 29/5/20 from Anne Farrow who sent a list of funds allocated from the Dundee Partnership to the Community Regeneration Forums. They ranged from £190K (to Lochee) to 20K (to both the West End and to The Ferry). 
4.19 On 4/6/20 from DVVA sending an invitation to a Coming Out of Lockdown Webinar on 10th June. Carole, Anne & Sandy attended.
4.20 On 12/6/20 from Dundee Council sending a note to say that Scott Mands was retiring.
Dorothy said that Peter Allan would now be our contact in Scott’s place.
4.21 On 24/6/20 from DES sending a copy of their Strategic Plan 2020-2023
4.22 On 6/7/20 from DES re Face Covering exemptions.
4.23 On 5/8/20 notification of DES AGM to be held on 25th Aug.
                  Anne & Carole attended, and they preferred having a zoom meeting to travelling.
4.24 On 7/8/20 from Anne Farrow sending Disabled Motoring’s Baywatch 2020 Survey.
4.25 On 22/8/20 from Lynda Sawers re Generator Project’s accessible toilet.
4.26 On 28/8/20 from Euan’s Guide sending their Weekender with suggestions of things to do as lockdown eases.
4.27 On 3/9/20 from Charmaine Wanless sending claim form for funding from Dundee Partnership’s Community Regeneration Forum.
4.28 On 4/9/20 from DES sending details of Access Panel Grants & Panel Insurance.
4.29 On 14/9/20 from Lynda Sawers saying she wanted to withdraw from Dundee Access Group.
4.30 On 24/9/20 from Guide Dogs Organisation sending details of their complaint about the painted pavement in Castle Street.
5   A.O.B.
5.1  Carole said that she had borrowed a power trike from Re-discover Dundee who lend e-bikes and e-trikes and she recommended trying them.
http://www.volunteerdundee.org.uk/news/general-news/bringing-e-trikes-e-bikes-to-dundee/
5.2  We were contacted by the owner of a new cafe in Perth Road looking for advice about getting a ramp. Carole visited and gave her advice.
5.3 Carole said that she had noticed that many restaurants were using the pavements outside their premises and asked if this was controlled in any way.  Dorothy said that this is likely to be encouraged to keep businesses going and is subject to planning and public input where existing street cafe permissions do not exist.
5.4 Carole said that new bike racks had appeared on pavements in Blackness Avenue and on the Hawkhill.  Dorothy said that that they were for a new e-bike sharing scheme and the positioning of them went through planning and so was open for public consultation. As cycling is being promoted these are likely to be a feature across the city in locations where pavement width permits and there is assessed demand.

6     DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

The next zoom meeting will be at 12.30 on Thursday 3rd December 2020.
